"To make democracy work, we must be a nation of participants, not simply observers." - Louis L'Amour

A Participant

In a hard fought election, full of emotional debate, unfulfilled promises and inside politics, I became the eleven-year old student body president of Uintah Elementary School. Apart from the fact that I was unable to deliver the longer recesses I had promised, I don’t recall much of what I did during my tenure in office. I do, however, remember the lesson I learned about being involved. In exchange for staying after school to discuss the critical issues that occupy a sixth grade mind – such as getting chocolate milk in our school lunches- I received self-confidence and a feeling of accountability for the success of our school. My experience at Uintah Elementary led me to continued participation in student government. As the Student Body President of one of Salt Lake City's largest high schools and as a member of the Associated Students of the University of Utah's (ASSU) Executive Cabinet, I relearned the lesson I was first taught as an elementary school politician: when students participate in school, both the school and the students benefit. Although my attempts at leadership as the student body president of Uintah Elementary may not have had much of an effect on the lives of my classmates, my experience in elementary school politics ingrained in me the value of being a participant rather than an observer.  


As I got off the plane in Honolulu, I could not ignore the pit in my stomach. Thousands of miles from home, in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, I had finally arrived in Hawaii, where I would start my college education and realize my dream of playing collegiate soccer. While most of my friends had enrolled in local universities, I had been enticed by the opportunity to play NCAA soccer in paradise, and accepted a scholarship to attend Brigham Young University –Hawaii. Despite the waiving palm tress, soft sandy beaches and beautiful weather, my first couple days in Hawaii were far from paradisiacal. I was home sick, friendless, and anxious that I might not be able to live up to expectations on the soccer field. I doubted my decision to go to school so far away from home. However, when practice started everything changed. Two practices and one grueling conditioning session a day quickly turned teammates into friends. I realized that just as in high school, the harder I practiced and the more I participated in soccer, the more pride I took in my ability to play and the more enjoyment I received from playing. Despite being a freshman, I earned a starting position and was able to play with and against outstanding players. I became close friends with teammates from Ghana, Germany, Sierra Leone, Korea, and England. Just as in student government, by simply having the confidence and desire to participate in soccer, I was rewarded with an experience that broadened my perspective and helped me understand the correlation between effort, enjoyment and outcome. 


A year later, I arrived in France as a full-time volunteer missionary for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I understood very little French, and spoke even less. I had committed to two years of full-time service, but total immersion in a foreign culture was frustrating and I began to doubt my decision to serve a mission. However, I had committed myself to share my thoughts on religion and life and to do service, and as I studied and worked at French, I began to make progress. Within a couple months I was conversant, and by the time I left France, many Parisians asked if I was either Belgian or French Canadian (the perfect Parisian accent is hard to come by). With the ability to speak French came an appreciation and love for the French people and their culture. When I returned from my service, I added French as a second major, and became a French teacher for children in the School District’s After-School Language Program and for adults in the District’s Continuing Education Program. Choosing to follow my beliefs and participate as a Mormon missionary helped me develop character and abilities that have enhanced my educational and employment opportunities and facilitated my enjoyment of French literature and culture. 

Through my activities in student government, sports, and volunteer service, I have learned the benefits of being a participant rather than an observer. I am studying law because I believe a legal education, when combined with a desire to be involved, provides the opportunity to participate in our local, national, and world communities in a hands-on and direct manner that benefits both the community and the participant. As a candidate for admission to the University of **** Law School, I bring excellent grades, a good LSAT score, and a bevy of experiences. However, I believe the most important thing I have to offer to the ***** Law Class of ****, is the confidence and experience to be a committed and involved law student and the intent to use my legal education to be an active participant in the world around me.










